Full text of this paper is available at http://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/browse/dmpk Though I have been working in the world of xenobiotics since I joined the research community, I remember as if it was yesterday my first contact with JSSX. It was about 25 years ago when I had the opportunity to present my research results for the first time in an annual meeting of JSSX. I was so nervous to speak in front of many distinguished professors. But, after answering their sharp questions, I felt very excited and successful at the same time.
It is needless to mention that the Annual Meeting is one essential activities of JSSX. At the present time, the meeting consists of 2 distinguished lectures, 4 symposiums, 2 round-table discussions and one forum. It also includes about 90 oral and 180 poster presentations; and about 1,000 participants, from distinguished professors and representatives of pharmaceutical corporations to undergraduate and graduate students, honor us with their presence.
In 2011, I was the chairperson of the 26th Annual Meeting in Hiroshima. From that experience, I will discuss the meeting's present and future.
Language
About 5 years ago, JSSX decided English would be the official language for annual meetings. That is because it is very important to have participants from overseas and also because communicating in English is a beneficial training for young researchers and for the globalization of xenobiotic studies. These days, many participants are used to conducting scientific debates in English. However, in recent meetings, there have been some difficulties communicating in English, especially in the discussions. In order to maintain the scientific level of the meeting, Japanese will be allowed to be used in discussions.
Students' Participation
Since the 6-year program was introduced in the pharmacy education system in Japan, the number of student participants has been decreasing. To secure the next generation, it is necessary to support students' participation at the meetings. On one hand, while maintaining the scientific standard, reduction of the registration fee or the institution of special sessions for students may be of good help. On the other hand, encouragement contributes to students' development. At this moment, the Best Poster Award is very effective to motivate students. Similar additional awards may be necessary in the future.
Presentations
The poster session and the oral presentation sessions are fundamental to our annual meetings. At the present time, the length of a standard oral presentation, including the discussion time, is 12 minutes. In order to discuss the presentations more thoroughly, it may be a good idea to prolong the discussion time; a standard oral presentation could take up to, for example, 20 minutes. In addition, introducing a new session, small round-table discussions among students, may be very effective as young participants from different universities get an opportunity to sit, exchange opinions about their research and learn more from their peers.
Symposiums
Currently, the JSSX Annual Meeting provides us with two symposiums: one proposed by the organizing committee and one proposed by the board of directors. Along with these two, it may be of good help to permanently organize a third symposium proposed by the members of our society as in the 27th annual meeting. This would raise initiative among our members and would increase their activity inside the society.
Meeting Management
Since the Annual Meeting is very important, the responsibility of the chairperson is very heavy. The chairperson must not only prepare the scientific program, but also negotiate with the sponsors, set up the venue, manage the banquet, etc. In order to let the chairperson concentrate on the scientific activity, the venue should be fixed for the next several years to ease the setting and management. Because the total cost of a meeting is very high, the fundraising becomes a time-consuming job. It is necessary to economize on the meeting management, for example, by reducing the cost of the banquet.
Lastly, the Annual Meeting is offering you a valuable chance not only to make your research known in Japan and also overseas, but also to have a scientific exchange with researchers from other institutions. I hope that this Annual Meeting will provide you with an exciting atmosphere and at the end, you will feel as successful as I once felt 25 years ago. 
